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Clara Turchi, a photography student at 
London College of Communication, 
shrugs off any borders between mediums 
and works in a variety of different me-
dia that she sometimes overlaps, such as 
sculpture and photography.

For example, Turchi’s Untitled series of 
white sculptures are presented as images 
rather than objects. This adds an extra 
dimension to their visual story. These 
sculptures have an uneasy, eerie quality 
due to the anonymity of the subjects and 
the unusual abstract shapes of the heads. 
The imperfect heads could also be seen as 
a reflection of society and people. Turchi 
explains: “I wanted to explore the process 
of the disappearance of the face as a fur-
ther consequence in the process of disap-
pearance of the real.”

The piece doesn’t have a set meaning as 
Clara says she wants instead to “stimulate 
a variety of answers…the whiteness of the 
images and the fact that gender, age or 
race are sometimes uncertain, make it a 
series that is open to different interpreta-
tions.”

The artist is also currently working on a 
new piece with the working title of Degree of Disappearance. Turchi provides an introduction: “The digital creates, doesn’t 
procreate: Mother Earth withdraws and light is lost with no purpose at the border of the abyss.” This new work will consist 
of photographic sculptures: “Each one is composed by a photograph of the English Channel at night inspired by Turner. 
Above which lies, hung on a rope, a bulb painted black,” Turchi explains.

Turchi also experiments with long exposures, which propose their own ephemerality. Her work, London Eye, was inspired 
by Futurism, so the panoramic wheel of the London Eye was perfect. The multiple exposures complement the structure 
of the image to suggest the concept of the persistence of the image on the retina. This piece was also shortlisted for The 
Renaissance Arts Prize 2009.
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